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“Many Voices, One in Christ” 
A report on Annual Meeting 2001 


t began with a stunning dance in celebration of God’s wildly creative imagination, and ended with the spine- 

tingling strains of “How Great Thou Art” on a saxophone. In between, we smiled a lot, did a little business, 

and ate great Southern barbecue under a big tent. Annual Meeting 2001, hosted by Congregational Chris- 
tian United Church of Christ in Lanett, Alabama, was a great success! 


Even before the opening worship, beginning Thursday night with 
the TAP (Theology Among the People) convocation, people 
streamed in for special pre-meeting events. Covenant for Renewal 
and new church start pastors gathered for a seminar on Friday 
morning. The Board of Directors met on Friday afternoon. 


The Annual Meeting theme—“Many Voices, One in Christ”—was 
introduced in Friday night’s Call to Worship, an embellishment of 
Genesis 1 that was written by Joyce Hollyday, danced by Susan 
Mitchell, and accompanied on saxophone by Ozzie E. Smith, Jr. 
(see “Southeast Feast,” page 11). Tim Downs continued the theme 
by lifting up the various streams of our Southeast Conference heri- 
tage (see “Grace to you, and peace...,” page 2). We sang a hymn for 
each tradition, from “Blessed Assurance” to “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” to “I Thank You, Jesus.” Kwan-Hae 
Chi and Young Chi sang “In the Sweet By and By” in Korean, celebrating one of our newest traditions. 


Our kKeynoter, Nancy 
Hastings Sehested, en- 
thralled the congregation 
with her easy humor, poi- 
gnant insights, and com- 
pelling challenges as she 
preached from Galatians 
3:28: “There is no longer 
Jew or Greek, there is no 
longer slave or free, there 
is no longer male and fe- 
male; for all of you are one 
in Christ Jesus.” We 
ended our opening wor- 
ship with the stirring “In Christ There Is No East or West.” 


Two ecclesiastical councils were convened after worship. The Georgia/South Carolina Association unanimously 
voted to receive Church of the Savior in Roswell, Georgia, coming from the Baptist tradition, into the United 
Church of Christ. The Alabama/Tennessee Association enthusiastically approved Cynthia Elledge-Volker for 


ordination. 
(continued on page 4) 


“T will pour out my Spirit upon all... and your young shall see visions 
and your old shall dream dreams.” ~Acts 2:17 


“Grace to 


D™ Friends, 


We in the Conference office are still basking in the af- 
terglow of the warm hospitality, the uplifting worship, 
the wonderful music, and the efficient business of the 
Annual Meeting of the Southeast Conference. What a 
joyous occasion! A number of people have asked for a 
copy of my remarks from worship on Friday night, a 
journey through the traditions that form the South- 
east Conference, so I am offering them here: 


A Service of Holy Communion in the United Church of 
Christ Book of Worship invites people to the table with 
these words: “Men and women, youth and children, 
come from the east and west, from the north and south, 
and gather about Christ’s table.” Over the course of 
three centuries, our forebears in faith have drifted into 
this area which we now call the Southeast Conference 
of the United Church of Christ. They gathered here 
from very different traditions and different roots. But, 
though they have many voices, they have found their 
oneness in Christ. 


This evening, you will help me tell this story as we trace 
these journeys in word and song. The first Congrega- 
tionalists to arrive here came between 1670 and 1730, 
settling in Charleston, South Carolina, and coastal 
Georgia. They were Puritans migrating from Virginia 
and New England. They came here to pursue economic 
opportunity, to raise rice and cotton. 


Those who gathered in Charleston soon included in their 
gathering sisters and brothers of the German Reformed 
tradition, Presbyterians, Huguenots from France, and 
others. The Midway, Georgia congregation, formed with 
Presbyterians, was the home of Button Gwinnett, a 
signer of the Declaration of Independence. Please join 
with me in singing this hymn composed in 1719 by 
Isaac Watts, a Congregational minister in London, part 
of the new hymnody being introduced at that time, 
which tells of a God of vigilance and eternal promises: 
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home. 


Those of the Christian tradition arrived here in East 
Alabama in the mid 19 century. They sought to throw 
off the heavy hand of Methodist bishops; they longed 


I? 


you, and peace ... 


A Letter from the Conference Minister 


for a purer, simpler church, unencumbered with lay- 
ers of doctrines and “oughts.” They were, in a word, 
simply “Christian.” A family well known in this area, 
surnamed Elder, established more than 30 thirty con- 
gregations on both sides of the Chattahoochee River. 


Imagine with me for a moment these churches, which 
began as revivals in brush arbors on backcountry roads. 
One of these brush arbors was nicknamed “The Pitch 
Bottom Church,” because the split logs that were its 
benches were so fresh, your bottom would have pitch 
on it by the end of the evening of revival. There were in 
these brush arbors prayers and praises, calls to repen- 
tance, altar calls, and, yes, baptisms in the nearby river. 
They knew Jesus, these Christians, and Jesus knew 
them. Join me in singing a song well known and well 
loved in these brush arbors: Blessed assurance, Jesus 
is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine! Heir of sal- 
vation, purchase of God, born of the Spirit, washed in 
Christ’s blood. This is my story, this is my song, prais- 
ing my Savior all the day long. This is my story, this is 
my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 


And then there were the Evangelicals. In 1864, as the 
War Between the States began to wind down, a band of 
Bavarians led by Johann Cullman came to settle the 
fertile valleys of north Alabama. He was led by a vi- 
sion; as an advocate of democracy, he wished to estab- 
lish a free German colony. Now these Evangelicals from 


(continued on page 3) 


(continued from page 2) 


Bavaria were different from the Evangelicals around 
them. They worshiped in the German language until 
well into the 20" century. They called themselves 
Evangelicals, but they didn’t embrace that sharp-edged 
sectarian Evangelicalism of the South; theirs was gen- 
tler and ecumenical, seeking unity in Christ. They be- 
came amission outpost remembered by those in the 
Evangelical headquarters in St. Louis, Missouri, as a 
witness in the South. 


If you walk the corridors of St. John’s United Church 
in Cullman today, you will see rows of photographs of 
earnest confirmation classes presided over by stern, 
often-mustached pastors. These Evangelical youth 
knew the Heidelberg Catechism by heart, they knew 
their only comfort in life and in death was Jesus, and 
they sang the hymns of Martin Luther. Join me as we 
sing: A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never fail- 
ing, Our present help amid the flood of mortal ills pre- 
vailing. For still our ancient foe does seek to work us 
woe With craft and power great, and armed with cruel 
hate, On earth without an equal. 


Those of the Reformed tradition migrated here from 
Germany and Switzerland in the late 19" century. They 


settled in Nashville, engaging in trades, and in a fertile — 


valley in mid-Tennessee called Belvidere. They too wor- 
shiped in German; and they too prospered in their new 
land; and they too hung pictures of confirmation classes, 
the fruit of their instruction. Their children also knew 
the Heidelberg Catechism and the hymns of their home- 
land in Germany. One hymn they sang with a special 
passion and fervor was this one composed by John 
Calvin himself, capturing the spirit of devotion and pi- 
ety that characterized this wonderful tradition: I greet 
you, sure Redeemer, with my heart, Glad for the saving 
love that you impart, Who pain did undergo for my poor 
sake; I pray you from our hearts all cares to take. ° 


and its bitter aftermath, and drawn too by a conviction 
that the God we know through Jesus Christ shows no 
partiality according to race. They believed with a spe- 
cial fervor that education was the key to hope and dig- 
nity. They established more than 200 churches and 
500 schools throughout the South. Within one genera- 
tion, these schools and churches were led by African 
Americans, the descendants of the freed slaves they 
came to educate. Not many missions of many tradi- 
tions can make the extraordinary claim of so quickly 


- turning their work over to the leadership of those they 


came to serve. 


We celebrate that the AMA brought healing and hope, 
a balm, and whispers of freedom. Sing with me that 
wonderful song that was sung in the AMA congrega- 
tions: There is a balm in Gilead, to make the wounded 
whole, There is a balm in Gilead, to heal the sinsick soul. 
Sometimes I feel discouraged, and think my work’s in 
vain, But then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. 


Yes, there are many voices echoing from our history, 
but we continue to welcome other voices into the South- 
east Conference. Last year, Open Community United 
Church of Christ in Atlanta joined us, our first Asian 
American church. They came to us with Presbyterian 
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And then there was the American Missionary Asso- oe 8 Oo Ba 
ciation, the AMA, the second wave of Congregational- 


ism. In the tumultuous years following the War Be- 
tween the States, waves of missionaries came sweep- 
ing into the South, drawn by their revulsion to slavery 


(continued from page 3) 


roots. They speak to us of their open- 
ness to the gifts of women in leader- 
ship and ministry, and they tell us 
of their unique witness in a patriar- 
chal Korean culture. They speak to 
us of inclusiveness and take pride 
in their culture, a precious part of 
our growing diversity. They are led 
by their pastor, Kwan-Hae Chi, not 
only an eloquent theologian but also 
a gifted musician. Kwan and his 
wife, Young, will sing a hymn famil- 
iar to all of us, but in a different lan- 
guage, the Korean language. Listen 
as they bring us “In the Sweet By 
and By.” 


We welcome others as well, our 
Afrocentric congregations led by 
Bennie Liggins, Kathi Martin, Julius 
Jefferson, Lewis Tait—all new 
church starts. They bring an exu- 
berance and a new spirit to our 
gathering. They bring us voices of 


liberation, of pride, of inclusivity, 
and they rise out of a rich heritage 
that proclaims “Thank you, Jesus, 
you’ve been our freedom”: I thank 
you, Jesus; thank you, Jesus; thank 
you, Jesus, my Savior God; For you 
brought me, yes, you brought me from 
a mighty, a mighty long way. You’ve 
been my father, been my mother, 
been my sister, my brother too, For 
you brought me; yes, you brought me 
from a mighty, a mighty long way. 


And there is more, so much more. 
As we prepare to welcome our 
preacher, the Reverend Nancy 
Hastings Sehested, we are also pre- 
paring to welcome into our fellow- 
ship the pastors and congregations 
who are in ecumenical relationship 
with us through the Alliance of Bap- 
tists. We will gather with them at 
the river and rejoice in baptism, a 
God-given sign of reconciliation and 


redemption that we all know in Jesus 
Christ. Join me as we welcome 
Nancy Sehested with the words of a 
familiar hymn: Shall we gather at the 
river, where bright angel feet have 
trod, With its crystal tide forever flow- 
ing by the throne of God? Yes, we'll 
gather at the river, the beautiful, the 
beautiful river, Gather with the saints 
at the river that flows by the throne 
of God. 


Friends, we offer a rich testimony in 
all of our work together in the South- 
east Conference of the United 
Church of Christ. May we continue 
to honor the wonderful gifts that 
Christ has called out of us by hon- 
oring others, whose witness and 
proclamation may be quite different 
from ours, as we press toward that 
day when “they may all be one.” 
Peace, 
Timothy C. Downs 


a 
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Rev. Nancy Hastings Sehested 


Saturday was a full day. During our 
business meeting, we heard staff and 
committee reports, and installed new 
officers. The youth, whose program 
was focused on dealing with conflict 
and violence, performed two 
skits.The youth program, coordi- 
nated by Cindy Maddox, had more 
than 40 participants, making it the 
best attended Annual Meeting youth 
event in the Conference in decades. 


We passed two resolutions: one on 
“The Decade to Overcome Violence” 
and the other affirming the South- 
east Conference’s partnership with 
the ecumenical church in Cuba. Sat- 
urday afternoon provided an array 
of workshops, including an update 
on Conference programs and the Al- 
liance of Baptists-UCC dialogue, as 
well as offerings from our national 
staff on stewardship, justice, and the 
denomination’s restructuring. 


As always, Saturday night’s memo- 
rial service, bathed in candlelight 
and George Lacefield’s quiet mu- 
sic, was a moving remembrance of 
those in our congregations who have 
passed on since our last meeting. We 
moved into our time of celebration 
with the poignant hymn refrain, “It 
is well with my soul.” 


The youth offered an original litany, 
and the praise choir raised the 
rafters. We collected more than $800 
for the Division of Overseas Minis- 
tries, for its work in Africa related to 
AIDS, including medical treatment, 


education and advocacy projects, 
and care for children orphaned by 
the disease. 


Ozzie E. Smith, Jr. treated us with 
his vibrant preaching on the “many 
voices” Pentecost text from Acts 2 
and his marvelous saxophone play- 
ing. The congregation was riveted, 
from his first word to his last note of 
“How Great Thou Art.” And on that 
very moving note, we thanked God 
for another grand time of fellowship, 
worship, and celebration 


Rev. Dr. Ozzie E. Smith, Jr. 


“Start Something! . 
The Southeast Conference Youthfest 


On April 27, youth from all over the 
Southeast Conference converged on 
Camp Lee in Anniston, Alabama. They 
spent a weekend singing, praying, pro- 
ducing dramas, creating websites, and 
making new friends. Many adults also of- 
fered their time and energy to this highly 
successful program, sponsored by Eden 
Theological Seminary and funded by a 
grant from the Lilly Endowment. 


Here’s what two of the youth had to say 
about it: 


I had a good time at “Start Something.” The things I liked best were the workshops “Digging Deeper” and “Web 
Page Design.” “Digging Deeper” was a relaxation time for me. I went to the lake and watched the ripples across the 
water. Designing a web page was also interesting. Another thing 
that I was loving was the weather. It didn’t rain, there was no se- 
vere thunderstorm, there were clear skies all day. I could not ask 
for any more than a beautiful day from God. There wasn’t anything 
that I didn’t like; but the only thing was that I hoped this event 
would last more than just a three-day weekend. 
—Barbara Nkuchwayo 
Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta 


Icame to the weekend thinking that it was going to be a very boring 
thing to do, but it would pass time. But it ended up being something 
very fun. I met all kinds of people. I did a lot of cool things...like 
making a web page, learning about theater, music, and God, and 
looking inside myself. The adults are cool. They talk to you, not tell 
you what to do. Thanks to everyone that put this weekend on. 
—Cassie Blevins 
Community Congregational UCC, Montgomery 


He ee 


At the Southeast Conference Annual Meeting in June, we approved a partnership with Cuba’s churches. 
One of our first signs of partnership since that decision is a two-week work camp in Cuba in the spring 
_of 2002, possibly early April. Tentative plans include staying at the Martin Luther King Jr. Center in 
‘Havana and working on homes in that area in the mornings. Afternoons will include meeting with 
members of congregations of our partner churches, and possibly lectures, seminars, and side trips. An 
interpreter will accompany us, and travel will be in our own bus. Because this trip has been approved by 

the Conference Board of Directors, all participants will be covered by UCC accident insurance. - 


Ted Braun, who has made more than 30 trips to Cuba, is in charge of travel arrangements and contacts — 
with our Cuban brothers and sisters in Christ. Will Rabert is in charge of the work arrangements. The 
approximate cost, including all air fare and expenses in Cuba, is $2,400. Efforts are being made to keep — 
costs as low as possible. This is not a travel seminar, but a work camp to help our fellow Christians in 
Cuba. If you are interested in being one of the 18 participants, please contact Will Rabert at 931-227- 
5424; willmartha@onemain.com. = = ~~ SM Cr 


Associations Look Ahead to Their Annual Meetings 


The Georgia/South Carolina Association will be welcomed at Church of the Savior in Roswell, Geor- 
gia, our newest congregation. At this celebration of renewal and revitalization, focused on the theme 
of “good news” from Isaiah 52:7, congregations will be invited to give testimony to the work that they 
are doing. The gathering will begin at 6:00 p.m. (ET) on Friday, September 7, and adjourn early 
afternoon, September 8. On Sunday, September 9, there will be a Service of Reception of the 
Church of the Savior into the United Church of Christ, with national staff present. 


The Alabama/Tennessee Association will hold its Annual Meeting September 14-15, hosted by First 
Congregational United Church of Christ in Talladega, Alabama. The theme is “Connections,” and 
the focus verse is Romans 12:5—“So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are 
members one of another.” This event will be an occasion to celebrate the first Congregational church in 
the state of Alabama, as well as Talladega College and other facilities related to the American Mission- 
ary Association. 


On Saturday, October 20, the East Alabama/West Georgia Association will gather for its Annual 
Meeting, beginning at 9:00 a.m. (CT) at Corinth Congregational Christian United Church of Christ 
in Roanoke, Alabama. The Association will hear about our overseas missions from an invited mission- 
ary and celebrate the TAP (Theology Among the People) Program, which is beginning to change the 
face of ministry in the Southeast Conference. 


A Second Chance to Save Lives! 


We rejoice that the $36,000 we raised for Adopt-a-Minefield in 1999 not only cleared deadly 
mines from the 25" of June Village (Aldeia 25 Junho) in southern Mozambique but also 
saved hundreds of lives in neighboring villages. When devastating floods hit in early 2000, 
the village was the only high—and safe—ground in the area. Thank you to all who contrib- 
uted to make this possible! 


Now we have the opportunity to “adopt” a second community, Tomo/Ressano Garcia, near 
the border with South Africa. Five people there have already lost their lives to landmines 
and others face death daily. The mines are scattered over a wide area on farm land, near a 
cattle dip, on the road to a cemetery, lying in wait... 


We are pledged to raise the $28,251 needed to clear one of the 15 minefields in the area by 
the end of 2001. Please be generous. For every dollar you give, UCC One Great Hour of 
Sharing will match it, up to $5,000! Consider a graduation, wedding, or birthday gift in 
someone’s name (a special card will be sent). Your tax-deductible contribution should be 
sent to: Adopt-a-Minefield, UNA-USA, Atlanta Chapter, P.O. Box 11662, Atlanta, GA 
30355. Please note on your check that it is toward the UCC matching grant. 


All are invited to a special Adopt-a-Minefield event on Sunday, September 23, from 2:30- 
4:30. A benefit performance of the play Watch Your Step, hosted by Ambassador An- 
drew Young, will be held at 7 Stages, 1105 Euclid Avenue, Atlanta. For more information 
on the play or Adopt-a-Minefield, contact Joyce Myers-Brown at 404-876-2421; or visit 
www.landmines.org. or www. banminesusa.org. 


Sweet Honey in the Rock 
gave a stunning concert, 
and huge puppets repre- 
senting native cultures 
paraded through the 
convention hall. 


“Gather at the Welcome Table . 
Ganeral Synod 20 


More than 50 of us from the Southeast Conference attended the 23‘ UCC General Synod! A joint event with the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the July 13-17 gathering brought 12,000 people to Kansas City, Mis- 
souri. 


Our days began with a Southeast Conference breakfast caucus at 7:00 a.m. and ended late at night with rich 
worship, pageantry, and music in the enormous convention center. In between, delegates were kept busy in 
committees. Through resolutions, they showed the UCC’s support, among other things, for Africans suffering 
from AIDS and Pacific Islanders suffering from atomic fallout; called for an end to U.S. bombing on the Puerto 
Rican island of Vieques and a boycott of low-wage-paying Taco Bell; voted to explore reparations for U.S. slavery 
and support smaller-member Conferences with geographically dispersed churches, like our own. 


The Southeast Conference played a crucial role. Annie Neal once again served skillfully as a Synod parliamen- 
tarian, and Lisa Alston eloquently chaired the committee addressing the controversial issue of stem cell re- 
search. Our honored laywomen, Betty Moon, Michelle Ann Sabine, and Lisa Alston were celebrated at a 
luncheon. 


In a moving moment Sunday night, hundreds of our young people, singing hymns and carrying signs proclaim- 
ing “God Loves All,” peacefully confronted protesters outside the convention center who were carrying hateful 
anti-gay and -lesbian signs. Inside, UCC General Minister and President John Thomas thanked them, and the 
huge crowd rose in a spontaneous standing ovation. Truly, this church invites all to “Gather at the Welcome 
Table.” 


Here are some reflections from our delegates: 


Iwas glad to have the opportunity to be in the joint meeting with the Disciples of Christ, to see old frends and make 
some new ones. I heard “different voices,” and I feel that I learned more of what “we” are, and not just “me.” The 
worship, WOW! I would surely not do it justice in trying to describe it any other way. The youth and other partict- 
pants were amazing. So much praise! Thanks to all who listened, prayed, hugged, and cried. 

—Rip Hardman 


General Synod was a challenging, exhausting, and wonderful experience. I thought that I would just observe and 
learn. But Iwas asked to chair a committee, a privilege that both thrilled and terrified me. My committee of about 
60 people had to make a recommendation on whether to support federal funding for stem cell research. It was a 
delicate issue eliciting strong opinions. Among us was a pastor who knew a child benefiting from private research; 
a student who had friends who sold embryos; a researcher; and a genetics professor. The professor clarified that 
federal funding carries National Institutes of Health restrictions against creating embryos for research purposes or 
using embryos from abortions. After much prayer and discernment, we decided that supporting federal funding 
was what God would have us do. Initially, Iwasn’t sure if we could come to a decision. I didn’t feel qualified for the 
task of facilitating. But we put everything in God’s hands, and He led us. I was amazed at how God worked 
through us. 

—Lisa Alston 


(continued on page 9) 
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It was a privilege to represent the Southeast Confer- 
ence as a delegate to General Synod 23. The days 
were filled with activity and business. It was inter- 
esting to observe the differences and similarities in 
the way business was conducted by the UCC and 
the Disciples of Christ. The worship services were 
especially good. Excellent speakers and vibrant mu- 
sic marked each service, as thousands came together 
to worship as one. It is not easy to bring such diver- 
sity together, and it is refreshing when respect is ex- 
tended to all within the church. There were many folk 
from the Southeast Conference at Synod, and Iwould 
recommend that more attend in the future. Thank you 
for allowing me to represent the Southeast Confer- 
ence—and may we all keep our local churches, As- 


sociations, Conference, and the United Church of , 
Christ in our prayers! Members of the Southeast Conference gathered for 


—Roy Bain dinner at a famous Kansas City steakhouse. 


We celebrate: 


* Rev. Rodney Franklin, elected President of the Board of 
Directors of the national UCC Wider Church Ministries 


* Rev. Cynthia Elledge-Volker, ordained to ministry July 


onfe erence 29 at Pilgrim Congregational UCC in Birmingham, Ala. 


onicerns * Rev. Kim Buchanan, called as pastor of Pilgrimage UCC 
G in Marietta, Ga. 

. * Church of the Savior in Roswell, Ga., pastored by Rev. 

shobues tion Ss Chris Graham and affiliated with the Alliance of Baptists, received 


into the UCC at the Conference Annual Meeting on June 22 


* Rev. Dwight Andrews, featured in a front-page article in 
the “Faith & Values” section of the Atlanta Constitution, for his ac- 
complishments in jazz and ministry 


* Angela Dempsey Williams, elected student body president at Interdenominational Theological Center 
in Atlanta, and awarded a Shelby Rooks Scholarship for her seminary studies 


* Rev. John Mingus and Kim Hunt, proud parents of a son, Samuel, born May 4 


* First Congregational Christian UCC, Birmingham, Ala., for its participation in AIM (Aid to Inmate 
Mothers), carrying children to visit their mothers in prison 


We hold in prayer the families of the following friends who have passed away: 


Rev. Joe Brown, for many years the only ordained minister in the South Alabama/ Northwest Florida Associa- 
tion; Rev. Don Nelson, pastor of Center Congregational UCC in Atlanta; Grace Westlake, a member of 
Fairfield Glade Community Church and the Conference Board of Directors; and Rev. Dr. Shelby Rooks, 
former Executive Vice President of the UCC Board for Homeland Ministries 


Please let “Voices &Visions” know of your concerns and celebrations. Contact Joyce Hollyday: 800-442-1064; 
jhollyday@citcom.net. 
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CONFERENCE CALENDAR 
SEPTEMBER 


LABOR DAY (Conference Office Closed) 

GA/SC ANNUAL MEETING (Church of the Savior, Roswell, GA) 
SERVICE OF RECEPTION INTO THE UCC (Church of the Savior, 
Roswell, GA) 

ALA/TEN ANNUAL MEETING (First Congregational, Talladega, AL) 
SOUTHERN REGIONAL CONFERENCE STAFF RETREAT 
(Epworth by the Sea, St. Simon’s Island, GA) 

AMERICAN INDIAN MINISTRY SUNDAY 

WOMEN’S REGIONAL RETREAT (Pass Christian, MS) 

REKINDLE THE GIFT VISIT (Howard Congregational & Fisk University, 
Nashville, TN) 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION WEEK 


OCTOBER 


CHURCH & MINISTRY CONSULTATION (Eden Seminary, St. Louis, MO) 
NEIGHBORS IN NEED SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING & 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

SERVICE OF RECEPTION INTO THE UCC & INSTALLATION OF PASTOR 
(Open Community, Atlanta, GA - Kwan-Hae Chi) 

REKINDLE THE GIFT VISIT (First Congregational Christian, 
Birmingham, AL) 

ACCESS SUNDAY & LAITY SUNDAY 

DISABILITIES AWARENESS WEEK 

ALA/TEN CHURCH & MINISTRY COMMITTEE MEETING (Pilgrim 
Congregational, Chattanooga, TN) 

EAL/WGA ANNUAL MEETING (Corinth Congregational Christian, 
Roanoke, AL) 

SEMINARY SUNDAY & UCC HIGHER EDUCATION SUNDAY 

UNITED NATIONS DAY 

PROGRAM PLANNING & BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS (First 
Congregational Christian, Birmingham, AL) 


NOVEMBER 


COVENANT FOR RENEWAL (To be announced) 

SPECIALIZED MINISTRIES RETREAT (Central Congregational, 
Atlanta, GA) 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY (Conference Office Closed) 


30 - Dec. 2 REKINDLE THE GIFT VISIT 


Southeast Feast 
Food for the Heart and Soul 


By Joyce Hollyday 


A number of people requested a copy of the Call to Worship from our opening service at Annual Meeting 2001. Here 
it is. Picture Susan Mitchell dancing (she does a great crocodile smile) and Ozzie E. Smith, Jr., playing his saxo- 
phone... 


bs the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness 
overed the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the waters. 


Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God said, “Let 
there be a dome in the midst of the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under 
the dome from the waters that were above the dome. God called the dome Sky. And God said, “Let the waters 
under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And God saw that it was good. 


Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth.” 
So the earth brought forth delicate orchids and towering pines; avocados with giant pits, and raspberries with 
seeds so small they get caught in the teeth; sweet honeysuckle and tart limes; eggplants and kumquats and 
macadamia nuts. And God saw that it was all good. 


And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, 
and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God 
created singing humpback whales and stinging jellyfish, tiny plank- 
ton and spiny sea urchins to roam the seas. And in the skies soared 
the great eagle and sang the bright meadowlark. Buntings and cardi- 
nals and finches in hues of blue and red and gold joined the sym- 
phony of song. 


And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every 
kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals.” And the centi- 
pedes crawled and the elephants lumbered across the great earth. 
The leopard with his spots and the zebra with her stripes stalked the 
forests. Armadillos and anteaters and aardvarks roamed the deserts. 
And in the river sat the crocodile with her compelling smile. And God 
saw that it was good. 


Then God’s imagination went wild. And God said, “Let us make hu- 
mankind in our image, according to our likeness.” So God created 
humankind in God’s image, male and female God created them. Short 
and tall, green-eyed and brown-eyed, God created them. With straight, 
curly, tight, flowing, black, brown, red, blonde hair, God made them. 
In custom models, with and without freckles. 


They played the saxophone; they played with puppets; they played 
hooky from school. They built igloos and estates, tents and teepees and tenements. They spoke in many 
voices...and often they did not hear each other. 


So God sent to earth the One who had been created before all else, the One who existed at the beginning of time. 


And he walked the earth, reminding the human beings that God gave to each one a heart. And they saw that 
they had more in common than they had to keep them apart. And God saw that it was very good. 
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ee very good and pleasant it 1s 
when kindred live together in unity! 
It is like the precious oil on the head, 
running down upon the beard, 
on the beard of Aaron, 
running down over the collar of his robes. 
It is like the dew of Hermon, 
which falls on the mountains of Zion. 
For there God ordained the blessing, 


life forevermore. 


—Psalm 133 


This photograph and those on page 6 are from the Southeast Conference “Start Something!” slideshow, 
produced by Eden Theological Seminary. 
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